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"Be kind to one another,
tenderheartad,
forgiving one another,
(5od in Christ . .
[ MR : ”5,, Something beautiful
has forgiven yvou.
{ Echesians 4:32, NRSY “Spread love everywhere you go; to show
SEete love for God and our neighbor we need not do
great things. Itis how much love we put in
doing that makes our offering something
beautiful to God.”
|
' - Mother Teresa
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Everyone is somebody
Long before the Rev. Jesse Jackson encouraged African-
“Th ‘ ¢ God American children to repeat daily the words “| am some-
€ grea nes_s 9 ° body!” the brilliant scientist George Washington Carver
rouses fear within us, .
but his qoodness had reached the same conclusion.
g Carver attended church-sponsored Simpson College after
encourages us not to be, . . . .
) ) i being denied enroliment elsewhere because of his skin
# ) & afraid of him. To fear , .
. color. When the school’s president asked what the college
% and not be afraid—that . e
_ ) had done for him, Carver replied, “Simpson College helped
' is the paradox of faith.” . S
A W. Tozer me realize that | was a human being.
o That was the starting point of the great inventor’s career.
People all need affirmation that they are valuable because
God created and loves them.
Perspective
(0& Just as
Ly .
& One person's junk is another HIE L ORD Is
person’s treasure’ H
2 So, one person’s work is my II h t qnd
th 's pl . »
. another person’s pleasure my 5104 tI Dﬂf ,
- Pegay Ferrel whom shall I fear?
& & 4

PSALM 27:1, NRBY
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I have always thought that we folks who live and work in farming and ranching areas better understand
the parables and teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ than do the city folks. We see the harvest time ap-
proaching as the fields ripen in this Magic Valley. One of the new word uses which I've come to appreciate
is that of The Campaign. | once had a Christian man ask me what | thought about the election (the year
was 2001, after the Florida recount—remember “hanging chads?”). Naturally, | thought he still had that
election on his mind. He then clarified that he meant the Biblical term election.

So it was with the term campaign—meaning not in politics but for sugar beet harvest! Yet, in a sense
our Lord Jesus Christ today is putting up a “help wanted sign” as well. The difference is that it's for the
greatest harvest in all history—the harvest of souls! Our Lord had just ventured into Samaria and had pro-
claimed himself as the path to salvation to a woman at a well (another very appropriate image, as the Holy
Land is similar to the Magic Valley—a very dry place!).
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So, our Lord had given a demonstration to the disciples of loving outreach—to a foreigner, no less! Our
Lord had given a demonstration of engaging in spiritual conversation (I encourage you to read all of John
4). Now, the Lord was calling the disciples to do so themselves—to look beyond those walls they had built
up between themselves and their more familiar neighbors; between themselves and their neighbors of dif-
ferent tribes, tongues, and skin colors.

Our Lord gets to the point of all this talk of water and fields—He wants the disciples (both then and us
today!) to go out into the harvest fields of the world to bring people to Jesus Christ!
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So, are we ready to enlist in The Campaign? Of course, not all of us are given the same gifts by the Lord
for reaping the harvest. Some are better suited to one-on-one conversation with well-known acquaintances
or friends. Some are better suited to sharing with several well-known persons. Still others DO have the
gifts to go out and offer an invitation On Saturday morning, September 11, we will be going door-to-door
with a simple invitation:

“Hi, we’re from a neighborhood church, the Presbyterian Church at the corner of Burton and 21 Ave-
nues. If you don't have a church home, we welcome you to worship and study God’s Word with us on Sun-
days— Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 A.M., & worship at 10:45 A.M.. Here’s a packet with a brochure
telling of other activities, as well as a Gospel of John and a pamphlet telling about how to receive salvation
through Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.”
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Whatever you do, work heartily...knowing that frive Lord you will
receive the inheritance as your reward. You areisgrthe Lord Christ.
- Colossians 3:23-24
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From the Spice Girls Day in July. Sandra Clayville
showed how to make beaded book marks—
here are their finished projects.

Dr. Paul Pugh, Marcus Meek, and Rev. David
Bierschwale leading music at outdoor service
in July. The music was enjoyed by all!

Jessica Gill playing and singing "The Lord's Prayer
accompanied by Guitarist Marcus Meek.
During outdoor service in July.
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Oil
In the Old Testament, oil symbolized consecratemn t
God. The temple altar and king’s
heads were anointed with oil _
to set them apart as holy.
In the New Testament,
oil often represented the Holy
Spirit. Jesus and his followers o

were anointed for their
ministries (see Luke 4:18 and Acts 10:38).




Bible Quiz
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Wanted
WANTED: Choir members—whereabouts unknown
LAST SEEN: Hiding in the congregation
DESCRIPTION: Male and female, young and old, musical
and cheerful, may be armed and desperate for a robe
REWARD: “Give and you shall receive.”
SURRENDER TO: Your friendly choir director

Cardboard testimonies

Churches across America are starting a new trend in sharing
faith stories. Christians are using cardboard signs to concisely but
powerfully share how God has changed their lives.

In 2008, Hillside Christian Church in Amarillo, Texas, posted a
video titles “Cardboard Testimonies” on YouTube. Since then, it's
been viewed more than 2 million times.

In the video, people from all walks of life take turns announcing
silently, via their signs, how God has transformed sin, brokenness
and doubt into forgiveness, healing and faith. First, they hold up
the side of their sign that tells what their life had been like. Then
they turn it over to revel how God has made a difference.
Cardboard testimonies are a mighty reminder that God restores
live. As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NRSV), “So if anyone is
in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new!”
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“Hear a just cause, O Lord; attend to my cry;
give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit.
From you let my vindication come;
let your eyes see the right...”
Psalm 17:1-2
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