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It's a hallelujah moment everyday | wake up.

You likely haven’t seen the man with the golden voice who spoke these

From profound words, but if you've bought Kraft Foods products in the past year,
Pa st}tleo W you've had a link with Ted Williams.
Heart It takes a miracle story, at times, to show us as Christians how we need to live.

This was a true Christmas miracle (remember, the 12 days of Christmas—the

real Christmas season--extends to Epiphany, January 6!) It was a year ago

that one Williams was “discovered”. No, this wasn'’t the latest new star or

starlet on the Hollywood scene. Rather, this modern-day Ted Williams was
discovered by someone who heard his voice.

Here is the account of a true miracle in this man’s life, from a Wikipedia article:

Doral Chenoweth, a Columbus, Ohio videographer for the Columbus Dispatch,
recorded an interview with Williams, and posted the interview on the newspaper's
website on January 3, 2011. Recorded during a period when Williams was
homeless, Chenoweth located Williams standing next to traffic — holding a
cardboard sign with a hand-written advertisement of his voice and a request
for donations. In the recording, Chenoweth asked Williams to demonstrate his
voice. The video showed a disheveled Williams gratefully receiving a donation
and improvising a startlingly accomplished radio station promo. The video
concluded with a short interview where Williams elaborated on his education
and the problems that led to his homelessness. The video was reposted to
YouTube where it received significant attention.

Here’s an update from an Entertainment Tonight

“A year ago, | was sleeping in tents, under bridges, smoking crack, doing all the
wild things,” Williams said in an interview. “But now | this is where | live, | have
a fireplace.”He proudly gave a tour of his home in the video interview and spoke
confidently about how different his life is now than last year. Pointing to shelves
in his walk-in closet, he said that this time last year he lived out of a box. “Now
| have five boxes,” he joked with the camera.”What a difference a year makes...
It's a hallelujah moment everyday | wake up.

Can’t you almost hear The Halleluiah Chorus ringing in his head? So should it be for all of
us as Christians! Yet, too often we allow our relatively (compared to Ted Williams!) mild
trials of life to put other theme songs in our heads!

As we continue in this new year to strive after a more Christ-like life, what is our story, what

is our theme song for life? As often is the case, the prolific hymn writer Fanny Crosby (who,
herself was blind for most of life!) put into prose what God teaches in His Word—the Hymn
Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine!:

This is my story, this is my song—praising my Savior all the day long!
This is my story, this is my song—praising my Savior all the day long!

Let's allow God to transform our minutes, hours, days, weeks, and years into halleluiah
moments! May we continue to be transformed by His Holy Spirit as we follow Jesus Christ!

In Christ’'s Peace and Hope,
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Greetings from the Session,

First of all, the Session deeply
appreciates Sandra Clayville’s service
as Recording Secretary as Kathy
continues to experience the Lord’'s
healing. The minutes and records of
the Lord’s Church are not just
numbers on a page, but records of
lives transformed by Jesus Christ;
they are records of encouraging folks
to be active in worship, study, and
missions.

The Session met following the
Service of Worship on the Lord’s Day
of January 15" to prayerfully prepare
and approve the 2012 Budget.
Everyone was thankful for the
generosity of many members and
friends in this past year, as faithful
stewards of the treasure, time, and
talents that God has entrusted us in
this life.

The level of pledges was very near
that of 2011. Everyone is encouraged
to pledge, even if circumstances are
such that you can only give of time
and talents. For those who are able
to pledge financially, we recall that the
Lord urges all followers of Jesus
Christ to give at least a tithe (10%) of
income. Of course, the approved
Budget will be shared with the
congregation in the Annual Report
and Meeting January 29.

The Session met on a bit of a
different schedule for the Stated
Meeting, as a couple of members
were out-of-town on the second
Tuesday of the month.
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Session Highlights

We continue to celebrate the
various ministries and programs of
and through this congregation.

Jennifer Merrill shared about the
Venture Scouting program, which is
for young men in their latter teen
years. Participants are not required
to have previous experience in
Scouting for this. The Session
approved the scheduling of an
Informational Meeting open to the
Public, and once a date and time
are selected, it will be publicized.
Of course, as with all such fine
programs as Scouting, Adult
volunteer leaders are needed.
Please pray about this, all members
and friends of our congregation—
especially if you have experience in
outdoor activities.

In other major highlights of the
meeting, there were 35 names
transferred to the Inactive Roll. It
was emphasized that they are still
on the membership rolls of the
Church, but that many have found
another Church home (with
congregations that do not accept
Letters of Transfer), or that they
have moved out of the area.

In the area of Christian
Education, we deeply appreciate
Kathleen Morgan'’s service through
mid-March as Sunday School
Coordinator. Parents and
Grandparents, please be committed
to bringing your children to Sunday
School.

There is also a fine Adult Bible Study
which you may attend while the
children are in their classes. Also,
adults, please prayerfully consider
serving as teachers.

Dan Shockey shared on behalf of
Personnel and Nominating
Committee that there are a number
of individuals who have been (or will
be) approached to prayerfully
consider God’s call to serve as Elder
or Deacon nominees for the January
29 election of Officers. We rejoice in
new members in recent months, and
are confident that by next year there
can be 9 Elders on Session and 9
Deacons on the Board of Deacons.
However, at this time, it was decided
that we can function with 7 Elders
and 7 or 8 Deacons (depending on
the level of commitment to serve
after inquiring with individuals.

As we closed in prayer, it was
mentioned that a new Presbyterian
denomination was formed at a
Convention in Orlando Florida
January 18 — 20. The official name
is The Evangelical Covenant Order
of Presbyterians. The meeting was
adjourned at approximately 8:30
P.M. The next Stated Meeting will
be on Tuesday, February 14 at 7:00
P.M.

--Pastor David
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2011 Year to Date
Tithes and Offerings

December
Tithes $9,716.53

Expenses $14,275.53
YTD Totals:
Tithes $103,411.57
Expenses $116,669.30

All bills are current and
paid as of 12/31/11
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Finance Committee Report

Your Gift is a Powerful Statement of Your Faith

As Paul says in (2 Cor. 9:11), “you will be enriched in
every way for your great generosity”. Thank you for
your pledges of stewardship for 2012. The total
pledges received is $74,880.00 . Your pledge of
tithing is very important in the maintaining of our
church. With your constant donation of time, talent
and tithes, the church will thrive and continue its
mission. “God is the One who supplies the seed.
Our job is to sow the seed which God provides” (2
Cor. 9:8-11). Whether you have much or little, God
appreciates your generosity and loves you. Itis
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especially pleasing to God to see us give eagerly,
with smiles on our faces.

On January 29" during the annual Congressional
meeting the 2012 budget will be presented for
approval. If you are unable to attend, we ask for
your prayers.

Thank you for your love and support this past year.
We are looking forward to a blessed 2012.

With God's Love and prayers,
Your Finance Committee
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| am writing this on Martin Luther King Day. Rev. King believed that every one of us,
regardless of race, gender or any other difference, has human dignity and worth.
He based his belief on his reading of the Bible and its teaching from Jesus Christ.

Our own pastor has been preaching on love, basing his sermons on 1 Corinthians 13.
| ask you to also remember that as Christians we are to love God with all our being,
and to love one another. Two families have left our church recently because another
member offended them. Instead of discussing and forgiving the offense directly, they
walked out. "Love is patient; love is kind."

This church's congregation is a joy for me to be part of, as | hope it is for you. It has been an
honor to serve as your Music and Worship Elder, with the substantial support of a dedicated
committee - in true Presbyterian style. If you are available to serve as an Elder or Deacon, or
would like to serve on one of our committees, please tell the Pastor.

Come to worship next Sunday ready to worship God with your whole being—
and to love your neighbor as well.

Gwen Erickson, Elder
Worship Committee Chair
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